SR-97-98-39 (CC) by Marshall University
Marshall University
Marshall Digital Scholar
Recommendations Faculty Senate
3-20-1998
SR-97-98-39 (CC)
Marshall University
Follow this and additional works at: http://mds.marshall.edu/fs_recommendations
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Faculty Senate at Marshall Digital Scholar. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Recommendations by an authorized administrator of Marshall Digital Scholar. For more information, please contact zhangj@marshall.edu,
martj@marshall.edu.
Recommended Citation
Marshall University, "SR-97-98-39 (CC)" (1998). Recommendations. 759.
http://mds.marshall.edu/fs_recommendations/759
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION 
SR-97-98-39 (CC) 
Recommends approval of the proposed B.A. degree in Multidisciplinary Studies, 
dependent on the following: 
1) changes in the statement on Library resources, 
2) changes in the Lewis College of Business component, and 
3) the addition of a paragraph concerning the process that will be used to add and 
modify areas of emphasis. 
(Note: The changes and addition are in bold print). 
RATIONALE: The committee felt the program would provide degree options 
which could be beneficial in both recruiting and retaining strong students. 
FACULTY SENATE PRESIDENT: 
APPROVED BY 
SENATE: /} 0. f fd-+: DATE: 3- lo-'lg' ~~-d-'--\\ ~7 ---
DISAPPROVED \J 
BY SENATE:_~~--~~~~~ ____ DATE: __ _ 
COMMENTS: 
03114198 
B.A., Multidisciplinary Studies 
EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES, RELATIONSHIP TO INSTITUTION MISSION, 
AND SPECIAL FEATURES: 
Marshall University's first and most basic commitment is to undergraduate 
education. Within this commitment, the University emphasizes a high quality 
undergraduate liberal arts education, broadly defined. Funhermore. as a state-supponed 
institution, Marshall is committed to serving the citizens of the state through economic 
development and community service. 
The proposed degree in multidisciplinary studies suppons this mission by offering 
undergraduate students an opponunity to develop a knowledge base in two areas of 
emphasis with a strong core of communication and computer courses. By exposing 
students to the methodologies and perspectives of more than one discipline, this degree 
can provide a valuable service to our students, to the community and to the state by 
producing a cadre of graduates who have the skills to adapt to the needs of a changing 
world. 
The general objectives of this degree are to provide students with: 
-abundant computer work in applications for enhanced computer skills; 
-problem-solving skills through the application of logic and reason, leading to 
more efficient decision-making skills; 
-extensive written and oral communication skills through experience in public 
speaking, writing, research, and listening; 
-a sense of cultural heritage through the study of a second language and through 
multicultural and international courses; 
-a general education grounded in the liberal arts and science literacy. 
The specific objectives of the degree are to provide students with: 
-exposure to two different disciplines; 
-the opponunity to discover the connections between two disparate disciplines; 
-the tools for convening these connected fields into a foundation for employment 
or graduate/professional studies. 
The B.A. in Multidisciplinary Studies is unique at Marshall in allowing students 
the opportunity to combine fields of study from a wide array of disciplines across the 
undergraduate colleges. This feature sets it apan from other degree programs at Marshall 
University'. The only degrees that offer similar opponunities are the interdisciplinary 
degree in Basic Humanities and the multidisciplinary B.A. in International Affairs, 
neither of which. however. has the same breadth of · 
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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: 
The BA in Multidisciplinary Studies requires a minimum of 128 credit hours, 
including a core of general education courses (68 hours), at least two areas of emphasis 
(21 hours each) and a senior capstone course (3 hours). The general education core 
consists of 12 hours of written and oral communication, 12 hours of foreign language, 12 
hours of humanities, 12 hours of social science, 11 hours of science and mathematics, and 
9 hours of computer studies. The two areas of emphasis will be chosen in the manner 
described below from among the options on an approved list. A multidisciplinary 
capstone course will be created by a committee of faculty from the participating colleges. 
The program will be housed administratively in the College of Liberal Arts and 
the dean of the College will chair an Oversight Committee composed of faculty 
representatives from each of the undergraduate colleges, chosen by the deans. Additional 
members would include the Director of the Center for Academic Excellence, the chair of 
the Faculty Senate Curriculum Committee, the Director ofUniversityLlbraries{or his/her 
designee), a student representative from the Honors Student Council (appointed by the 
Honors Chair) and a Student Government representative (appointed by the president of 
SGA). The Oversight Committee will monitor the components of the degree 
program, and will make decisions regarding the addition, modification, and 
requirements for areas of emphasis and changes in the general education core. With 
supervision by the Committee, faculty from the departments with areas of emphasis 
will serve as advisors to students in the program, using the contract system described 
below. 
ASSURANCE OF HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION: 
All but one of the courses for this program are already part of approved 
programs at Marshall University, and thus no quality problems are anticipated. The 
Oversight Committee will review course and admission requirements and conduct 
periodic evaluations of the program. The program will be evaluated every five years by 
the Marshall University Academic Planning Committee and by the Board of Trustees' 
Baccalaureate Review Committee. New courses will, of course, go through the current 
University review process. 
In addition, the program and its constituent courses will be subject to Marshall 
University assessment practices including student evaluations, surveys of graduates and 
employers, and requirements of the capstone course. The Oversight Committee would 
monitor the structure and standards of the ·program on an annual basis using the 
information from the assessment practices. 
SIMILAR PROGRAMS IN WEST VIRGINIA: 
e on y snru ar multidisciplinary degree pro gram in the state is the 
Multidisciplinary Studies Baccalaureate Degree program at West Virginia University. 
Fairmont State College offers a B.A./B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies that has some 
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similarities, but is different in conceptualization and scope from the multidisciplinary 
degree. 
NEEDS TO BE MET: 
Both employers and students have indicated interests that could be met by 
this degree. Employers have expressed an interest in college graduates with good 
communications skills, computer expertise, flexibility and adaptability. According to 
Technical Education Resource Monitor (Volume 5, Number 6, November-December 
1996), the "new set of competencies for human resource and perfortnance improvement" 
includes: interpersonal skills, technology literacy, problem-solving ability, problem-
definition ability, and advocacy skills. With the general education core and the 
multidisciplinary areas of emphasis, this degree can supply graduates with just these 
skills. 
The Multidisciplinary Studies program attempts to address a variety of student 
interests through general education requirements that are similar to those in other 
undergraduate programs combined with flexibility in the areas of emphasis for the major. 
This flexibility would enhance the University's retention rate by offering students options 
beyond the traditional degree programs. This would be of particular interest to students 
whose interests and goals do not fit into existing degree programs. It also represents an 
option for students enrolled in the Associate of Arts in General Studies and for students 
who have taken distance-learning courses via Internet or HEITV and are interested in 
completing a four-year degree program. 
Specifically, students whose needs would be met by this degree program would 
include: 
1. Those who wish to construct a program of study that connects disparate fields 
in a thematic approach unique to an individual's goals. This would include 
students such as those in the honors program, particularly Yeager Scholars. 
2. Those who are in pre-professional fields who would like to develop certain 
skill areas and knowledge bases in addition to the admissions requirements for 
their respective professional studies. This would include pre-law and pre-
medicine students, for example. 
3. Those who are in certain majors for several semesters and who decide to 
change majors, for any number of reasons, but who would like to use the 
credits earned (as well as the skills and knowledge) in the previous major field 
as part of a degree program. 
ADMISSIONS:. 
Students may not declare a major in Multidisciplinary Studies until they have 
completed 26 hours of college coursework with a minimu · 
· · n, as u ent must submit a Degree Plan form to the Dean of Liberal Arts, who is 
the chair of the degree Oversight Committee. The Dean will refer the proposal to the 
Committee for consideration for admission to the program. If accepted, the student will 
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be assigned to an advisor with whom he/she will formulate a contract of study that will 
list the areas of emphasis and other requirements for graduation. Any change in the 
contract requires the signatures of the student and the advisor. 
(Paragraph describing the Oversight Committee deleted. See Program 
Description) 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
All but one of the courses necessary for this degree already exist in current course 
offerings. The only new course currently anticipated is a multidisciplinary capstone 
course. This course would be designed under the auspices of the Oversight Committee. 
Each semester, one faculty member will be given reassigned time to teach the capstone 
course, and his/her department will be reimbursed up to $1500 to pay for a part-time 
replacement. No new faculty positions would be required, so costs would be quite low for 
such a degree program. 
Library resources would be the same as those for the existing programs from 
which the areas of emphasis are derived. 
SPECIFIC REQU!REL\1ENTS: 
General Education Core Courses: * 
English 101, 102 (or 302); or English 201H 6 
Communication Studies 103, 104H or 305 and 322 6 
Foreign language 12 
(Students will choose a foreign language based on their high school preparation 
and their career goals; Consult advisor and chair of Modern Languages.) 
Literature, Classics, Philosophy, Religious Studies (at least two fields) 9 
Arts Appreciation-ART 112 or THE 112 or MUS 142 3 
Social Sciences-History (any course), Geography (any but 101), 
Political Science'cany course), Psychology (any course) Sociology/ 
Anthropology (any course except SOC 108), Economics (any course) 
Hours must be distributed in at least three fields 12 
Natural Science-any ISC course plus 4 additional hours 8 
Math-MTR 121 or higher 3 
Computer Science (CSD 101, 235 and either MIS 290, MIS 340 
or CT 25,01 9 
Total 
03// -l/98 
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* All Baccalaureate students must complete the requirements of the Marshall Plan as part 
of the general education core, as electives, or as part of the major. Please consult the 
Undergraduate Catalog for details and work with the advisor to ensure compliance. 
As part of the Marshall Plan, each student must complete a capstone course. 
All students must complete 48 hours of upper division coursework (300-400 level) as 
part of the degree program. 
Areas ofEmohasis: 
Each student shall, in consultation with an advisor, choose at least two areas of · 
emphasis of 21 credit hours each from among the approved list. The list will be updated 
on a regular basis as additional areas of emphasis are incorporated; copies of the current 
listing are available in each College office as well as the Academic Affairs office (Old 
Main 110). 
All courses must meet the necessary pre- and co-requisites. No course may be 
used to satisfy the requirements in more than one area of emphasis. 
Business Studies: 
ECN200 
MGT 320, Principles of Management 
ACC 410, Financial Accounting (May substitute ACC 215/216) 
MKT 340, Principles of Marketing 
MGT 218, Business Statistics 
LE 207, Legal Environment of Business 
FIN 323, Principles of Business Finance 
In addition, students who choose this area must take MTH 123 as the math 
requirement in the General Education Core. 
Art Historv: 
ART 401, History of Art 
ART 402, History of Art 
And 5 courses from among: 
ART404, Iconography of Mary 
ART405, Art in America 
ART 407, Tribal Art 
. ART 408, Art of the Ancient World 
ART 409, Nineteenth Century Art 
ART 412, Twentieth Century Art to WWil 
ART 413; Twentieth Century Art After WWil 
ART 414, Art of the Renaissance in Italy and Northern Europe 
Americah Studies: 
1. American Societv and Government 
Choose 3 hours: 
HST 342, American Legal History 
HST 404, American Diplomacy, 1789-1900 
HST 405, American Diplomacy, 1900 to the Present 
0311 ~/98 
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HST 424, U.S. Science and Technology 
Choose 12 hours: 
PSC 104, American National Government and Politics 
PSC 202. American State Government and Politics 
PSC 301, Urban Government and Politics 
PSC 303. American Political Parties 
PSC 376. Black Politics 
PSC 381. The American Legislative Process 
PSC 383. The American Executive Process 
PSC 423, American Foreign Policy 
PSC 436, The American Judiciary 
PSC 440, Power in American Society 
PSC 460, Civil Rights and Llbenies 
PSC 484, Constitutional Law 
Choose 6 hours: 
SOC 313, Contemporary Social Issues 
SOC 325, Afro-American Sociology 
SOC 342, American Society 
JMC, Advertising in Modem Society 
IMC 450, Contemporary Issues in Radio and Television 
JMC 455, Women, Minorities and the Mass Media 
2. American Art. Historv, Literature 
ART 405, Art in America 
Choose 6 hours: 
ENG 321. American Literature to 1860 
ENG 322, American Llterature,1860 to the Present 
ENG 329, Twentieth Century Novel 
ENG 340, African-American Literature 
ENG 425, Southern Writers 
Choose 12 hours: 
GEO 401, Historical Geography of the United States 
ECN 342, Economic History of the United States 
IMC 404, History of American Journalism and Mass Communications 
PHL 315, The Development of American Philosophy 
HST 125, American Business History 
HST 203, The American Military Experience 
HST 250, Women in United States History 
HST 3 JO, American Social, Cultural, and Intellectual History, 1607-Present 
HST 312, African-American History, 1619-Present 
. • HST/RST 323, Religion in America 
• HST 230, American History to 1877 
HST 231, American Histo Since 1877 
333, American Colonial History .-
HST 350. American Labor History 
HST 416. American Social Movements 
'· 
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HST 431, America in the Gilded Age 
HST 432, America Matures, 1900-1945 
HST 433, In Our Time, America Since 1945 
HST 434, The American Experience in Vietnam 
Environmental Studies: 
Choose 9 hours: 
BSC 320, Principles of Ecology 
BSC 405, Economic Botany 
BSC 430, Plant Ecology 
BSC 460, Conservation of Forests, Soil, and Wildlife 
CHM 215, Environmental Chemistry 
Choose 6 hours: 
ANT 304, Physical Anthropology 
ECN 405, Environmental Economics 
HST 424, U.S. Science and Technology 
SOC 400, Human Ecology 
SOC 40 I, Population Studies 
SOC 432, Rural Sociology 
SOC 442, Urban Sociology 
Choose 6 hours: 
GEO 320, Conservation of Natural Resources 
GEO 417, Coal Industries Studies: Past and Present 
GL Y 150, Introduction to Oceanography 
GL Y 150L, Introduction to Oceanography Lab 
GL Y 160, Energy and Mineral Resources of the Earth 
GL Y 422, Economic Geology 
GL Y 427, Fossil Fuels 
PS 210, Environmental Science-Physical Aspects 
Western Culture Studies: 
03/ I .J/98 
I. European/Western Culture History and Politics: 
Choose 6 hours: 
ANT 370/CL 370, Classical Archaeology 
CL 435, Greek Civilization 
CL 436, Roman Civilization 
FRN 240, French Society and Life 
GER 240, German Society and Life 
SPN 240, Spanish Society and Life 
. •Choose 12 Hours: 
• GEO 302, Geography of Europe 
HST 102, The World and the Rise of the West, I 300 tg thil Mia l 9'h CeHtury 
HST 205, English History to 1642 
HST 206, English History Since I 642 
HST 221, War in Modern Times 
03/14/98 
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HST 223, The Rise and Fall of Nazi Germany 
HST 345, History of Mentalities 
HST 406, Tudor and Stuart England 
HST 421, The Era of the Renaissance and Refonnation 
HST 422, The French Revolution and the Napoleonic Era 
HST 425, European History, 1814-1914 
HST 426, Europeqan History, 1914-Present 
Choose 3 hours: 
PSC 325, Ancient and Medieval Political Thought 
PSC 326, Modern Political Thought 
PSC 409, Western Democratic Politics 
PSC 410, European Communist Politics 
2. European/Wes tern Arts and Literature: 
Choose 6 hours: 
ART 401, History of Art 
ART 402, History of Art 
ART 407, Prehistoric and Primitive Art 
ART 409, 19the Century Art 
ART 412, 20th Century Art to World War II 
ART 413, 201h Century Art After World War II 
ART 414, The Art of the Renaissance in Italy and Northern Europe 
MUS 422, History and Literature of Music I 
MUS 423, History and Literature of Music II 
MUS 425, Music of the Twentieth Century 
Choose 6 hours: 
ENG 317, English Literature to the Romantic Period 
ENG 319, English Literature from the Romantics to the Present 
ENG 325, Shakespeare 
ENG 409, Milton 
ENG 411, Chaucer 
ENG 450, Western World Literature to the Renaissance 
ENG 451, Western World Literature Since the Renaissance 
Choose 3 hours: 
CMM 239, Development and Appreciation of Film to 1930 
CMM 441, Development and Appreciation of Film Since 1930 
THE 440, Theatre History to 1660 
THE 441, Theatre History since 1660 
Choose 6 hours: 
CL 150, Orientation in Humanities 
. ' CL 230, Ancient Greek and Roman Epic 
• CL 231, Women in Greek and Roman Literature 
CL3!9, Classical Mythology 
CL 350, Basic Humanities 
LAT 304, Vergil's Aeneid 
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LAT 306, Selections from Horace 
PHL 312, Modem Western Philosophy 
RST 419, Religious Thought in the Western World 
Global Studies: 
Choose 3 hours: 
ANT 20 I. Cultural Anthropology 
ANT 322, Archaeology 
ANT 340, Folklore 
ANT 426, African Cultures 
ANT 437, World Cultures 
ANT 44 I, Oceania 
SOS 208, Social Problems in a Global Context 
Choose 3 hours: 
ECN 408, Comparative Economic Systems 
ECN 420, International Economics 
ECN 460, Economic Development 
IMC 436, International Communications 
Choose 3 hours: 
GEO 309, Geography of South America 
GEO 314, Geography of Middle East 
GEO 315, Geography of Africa 
GEO 403, Geography of Asia 
GEO 408, Geography of Mexico and Central America 
GEO 412, Geography of Russia and CIS 
Choose 6 hours: 
HST 208, History of the Third World 
HST 301, Latin America: Discovery to Independence 
HST 302, Latin America: Independence to the Present 
HST 377, China in the 20'h Century 
HST 423, US-Latin American Relations 
HST 429, Russia to 1917 
HST 430, Soviet Russia 
HST 435, Modem Japan 
Choose 6 hours: 
PSC 207, Comparative Politics 
PSC 307, Fundamentals of International Relations 
PSC 405, International Organization 
PSC 406, International Politics 
PSC 408, Middle Eastern Politics 
~SC 411, Latin American Politics 
PSC 422, African Political Systems 
PSC 428, Islamic Political Ideas and Institutions 
Women's Studies: 
WS JOI. Introduction to Women's Studies 
03/ I -!/98 
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Choose 18 hours: 
CL 231, Women in Greek and Roman Literature 
CL 460, Ancient Goddess Religions 
HST 250, Women in U.S. History 
JMC 455, Women, Minorities and the Mass Media 
PHL 363, Pbilosophy of Feminism 
PSY 330, Human Sexual Behavior 
SOC 455, Sociology of Sex and Gender 
(And other courses as approved by the Women's Studies Committee) 
Psvcholoe:y: 
PSY 201, General Psychology 
PSY 223, Elementary Behavioral Statistics 
PSY 323, Experimental Psychology 
Choose 12 additional hours in psychology (in consultation with advisor) 
Appalachian Studies: 
ANT 455, Appalachian Cultures 
GEO 206, Geography of West Virginia 
GEO 402, Geography of Appalachia 
HST 440, West Virginia History 
SWK 330, Social Welfare Issues in Appalachia 
SOC 432, Sociology of Appalachia 
ENG 303, Appalachian Fiction and Poetry 
Chemistrv: (Should be combined with the Business Area of Emphasis) 
CHM 211, Principles of Chemistry I 
CHM 212, Principles of Chemistry II 
CHM 217, Principles of Chemistry Laboratory I 
CHM 218, Principles of Chemistry Laboratory II 
CHM 355 (or CH.t\1327), Organic Chemistry I or Introductory Organic Chemistry 
CHM 345, Introduction to Analytical Chemistry 
CHM 423, Environmental Analytical Chemistry 
Classics: 
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CL 250, Orientation in Humanities 
Choose three: 
CL 230, Ancient Greek and Roman Epic 
CL 231,.Women in Greek and Roman Literature 
CL 232, Ancient Greek and Roman Drama 
CL 233, Greek and Roman Historians 
Choose one: 
CL 319, Classical Mythology 
CL 370, Classical Archaeology 
Choose two: 
"' 
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CL 435, Greek Civilization 
CL 436, Roman Civilization 
CL 460, Ancient Goddess Religions 
(Students who choose this area must complete another language for the General 
Education Core) 
LAT 10 I, First Year Latin 
LAT 102, First Year Latin 
LAT 203, Intermediate Latin 
LAT 204, Intermediate Latin 
Choose three more courses in advanced Latin above LAT 240, excluding LAT 
499. Students who place in LAT 203 should choose five. 
Philosophv: 
Choose two: 
PHL 201, Introduction to Philosophy: Modern Period 
PHL 250, Orientation in Humanities 
Choose four: 
PHL 302, Applied Ethics 
PHL 303, Ethics 
PHL 304, Logic and Interpretation 
PHL 315, American Philosophy 
PHL 320, Comparative Philosophy 
PHL 350, Basic Humanities 
Choose one: 
PHL 400, Ancient Philosophy 
PHL 401, Modern Philosophy 
PHL 45 l, Philosophy of History and Culture 
PHL 455, Philosophy of Religion 
Religious Studies: 
Choose any 21 hours in Religious Studies, including special topics and directed 
readings. 
Pedagogical Studies: 
0311-1198 
EDF 218, Child to Adolescent Development in Schools 
SOS 207, Problems in a Multicultural Society 
EpF 415, History of Modern Education 
Choose three hours: 
ITL 350, Instructional Technology and Computing 
cDF 41 7, Stat1st1ca1 Methods 
Choose 6 hours: 
CI 417, Classroom Discipline Techniques 
11 
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CI 418, Classroom Motivation 
CI 423, Special Education: Introduction to Learning Disabilities 
CI 424, Special Education: Introduction to Emotional Disturbances 
CI 429, Introduction to Physically Handicapped 
CI 433, Curriculum and Methods for the Severely and Multiply Handicapped 
CI 459, Multicultural Influences in Education: Techniques and Strategies 
ITL 466, Production of Instructional Materials 
ITL 468, Computer Graphics in Instructional Technology 
Food and Nutrition Studies: 
FCS 202, Food Science Principles 
FCS 203, Meal Management 
FCS 210, Nutrition 
FCS 401, Maternal and Child Nutrition 
FCS 402, Foods of the World 
FCS 410, Nutrition in Aging 
FCS 440, Nutrition in the Home and School 
Child and Family Studies: 
FCS 210, Nutrition 
FCS 303, Child Development 
FCS 358, Family Resource Management 
FCS 415, Family Relationships 
FCS 416, Infant and Prenatal Care 
FCS 432, Parenting 
FCS 435, Administration of Day Care Centers 
Fashion and Textile Studies: 
FCS 112. Clothing Construction 
FCS 160, Overview of the Fashion Industry 
FCS 212, Textiles 
FCS 314, Socio-psychological Aspects of Clothing 
FCS 349, Evaluation of Ready to Wear 
FCS 354, Home Furnishings 
FCS 417, Evolution of Fashion 
Communication Disorders: 
03/1..+/98 
CD 101, Introduction to Communication Disorders 
c;D 241, Introduction to Communication Science 
CD 325, Language and Speech Development 
CD 429, Anatomy and Physiology of the Speech and Heariag Meclrnaism 
CD 439, Acquired Communication Disorders 
Choose 6 hours: 
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CD 315, Computer Networking in Communication Disorders 
CD 422, Articulation and Phonological Disorder 
CD 425, Developmental Language Disorders 
CD 460, Basic Audiology 
CD 420,Voice and Fluency Disorders 
Create- Your-Own-Major: 
03/ I ~NS 
This option is available for Honors students only and with the permission of the 
chairs of the departments involved. (Minimum overall and MU GPA: 3.0) 

